
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

37th Annual Ride & Tie World Championship Results 
Female Athletes Set Records 

 
June 21 2007 – Humboldt County, California – San Diego woman Rufus Schneider, and partner Tom 

Johnson, repeated a feat accomplished only once before in the history of Ride & Tie. This past weekend 

Schneider became the second woman ever to win the Ride & Tie World Championship since the sport’s 

inception in 1971. The 34-mile race, which combined two runners taking turns riding their team horse 

across a rugged hilly course, took place June 16th in the Humboldt Redwoods State Park in northern 

California. 

 

At the tail end of the race another record was set: Madison Trocha became the youngest runner to ever 

complete a Ride & Tie World Championship at nine years of age. Madison partnered with her horse Barbie 

and her father Bob Trocha to best the previous youngest record, set by a ten-year-old girl in 1983. The 

oldest person completing this year’s Championship race was 72 years of age. 

 

Schneider refused to say she had her eyes on the prize going into the race. In fact, she had warned ultra-

runner partner Tom Johnson that she was probably cursed: in all her years racing the Ride & Tie World 

Championship, she had never placed higher than 2nd in her division. Winning overall would break that 

streak and garner the team $1000 for top M/W team, and “Pat’s Purse” equaling another $1000 for the 

fact Schneider has no previous Championship race wins to her name. Johnson has won the Worlds 

previously, first in 1991 and most recently in 2000. As a runner, he has also won the 100 mile Western 

States Trail Run. 

 

“We had a flawless race where everything clicked. The horse was amazing,” reports Schneider who didn’t 

think Johnson would partner with her for the Championship even after they won a smaller event last fall. 

“He’s Tom Johnson. I didn’t think I could compete at that level.” Explaining their race strategy, Schneider 

reports they ran into a common situation: closely chased by top teams, she spooked and wanted to ride 

Koona faster in the first half. Johnson held steady and kept her on pace, preserving the horse for later in 

the race. Everything ran according to plan. “Tom is a great strategist,” reports Schneider. 
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Century in the Saddle (combined runner’s age of 100 or more) went to last year’s World Champions and 

this year’s second place team brothers-in-law Jim Howard and Tom Gey riding Magic Sirocco. Howard 

made news last year winning a record ninth World Championship mere months after nearly being killed 

by a falling tree that put him in intensive care for a week. As the first M/M team, Howard and Gey earned 

a $1000 win. 

 

Also in the money was fourth place team Mark Richtman and Mary Tiscornia, the top team in the M/W 

category. Richtman is a former Ride & Tie World Champion with seven titles to his name. Richtman’s 

1994 world title is shared with the only previous female world champion, Debbie Wagner. Tiscornia is well 

known on the Ride & Tie circuit as the only person to have started all 37 Championship races. This year 

her daughter Jennifer Tiscornia walked away with the top horse honors. Jennifer Tiscornia teamed with 

Heidi Clare Lambert for sixth place overall, and their horse Lakota Mare was awarded the veterinarians’ 

prize of Best Condition. Lakota Mare had to significantly impress the vet staff to win the honor, as the 

elapsed time between her finish and the first horse’s finish counts against her in the judging. 

 

The footing for the 2007 Ride & Tie World Championship was kind to the equestrian athletes with very 

good trails, but the course profile wasn’t easy. There were two climbs of over 1000 feet each. In between 

the climbs was a drop of 2200 feet in less than four miles. Twisting single-track trails through the giant 

redwood forests favored the sure-footed. At the top of the first major hill it began to rain lightly on race 

day, cooling human and equine athletes. Hail was reported by some. With the cool temperatures, the 

event was run faster than expected. While each Championship is designed to see top teams finish in 

approximately four hours, this course was completed and the race was won in 3 hours and 11 minutes. 

Per tradition, and regardless of completion time, each runner whose team successfully completed the 

course and passed the final veterinarian check went home with a handsome commemorative belt buckle 

engraved with the event, date and location of their huge achievement. 
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About the Sport of Ride & Tie 

The sport of Ride & Tie combines trail running, endurance riding, and strategy. The goal is to get all three 

team members, two humans and one horse, across a 20 to 100 mile cross-country course by alternating 

riding and running. Everyone starts out together. The rider, being faster, rides ahead and ties the horse 

to a tree, and then continues down the trail on foot. The team member who started out on foot gets to 

the horse, unties, mounts up and rides past the runner, ties the horse … and this leapfrog continues the 

entire course. When, where, and how a team exchanges riding for running is almost entirely up to each 

team to develop their own strategy.  

 

About The Ride and Tie Association 

The Ride and Tie Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of the sport 

of Ride & Tie and safe endurance horse management. Over 150 years old, Ride & Tie originated in the 

old West, where frontiersmen discovered two men could travel great distances at a fast pace without 

wearing down the horse if they traded off. Ride & Tie was invented as a sport and gained national 

attention in 1971 when Levi Strauss sponsored the first Levi’s Ride & Tie. The Association offers a mentor 

program, partner matching, training videos, hosts practice Ride & Ties, and sanctions regional and 

national events. For more information about Ride & Tie, visit the web site at www.rideandtie.org. 

 



Rufus Schneider riding Koona at the 2005 Ride & Tie Championship in Libby Montana.  
Photo from Corey Rich 
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Contacts: 
 
Carol Ruprecht 
Ride and Tie Association, publicity 
media@rideandtie.org 
(949) 263-1772 
 
Don Betts 
Ride and Tie Association, president 
rideandtiedon@aol.com 
(360) 681-5218 
 
Chris Amaral 
2007 Ride & Tie World Championship race director  

crezcoast@2xtreme.net  
(707) 839-5624 
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2007 World Championship Ride & Tie –  Results 

Pos. Bib # Runner 1 City/State Runner 2 City/State Horse  Time 
1 26 Tom Johnson Loomis, CA Rufus Schneider Descanso, CA Koona 3:11:45 

2 1 Tom Gey Newport Beach, CA Jim Howard Applegate, CA Magic Sirocco 3:24:01 

3 37 Dennis Tracy Brentwood, CA Jeremy Reynolds Los Gatos, CA San Francisco 3:27:38 

4 3 Mary Tiscornia Larkspur, CA Mark Richtman Navoto, CA Sal 3:42:00 

5 2 Laurie Wilson Mill Valley, CA Carrie Barrett Mill Valley, CA Basia 3:51:56 

6 6 Jennifer Tiscornia Stinson Beach, CA Heidi Clare Lambert Cotopaxi, CO Lakota Mare 3:52:53 

7 16 John Osterweis San Francisco, CA Dennis Rinde Davenport, CA Bey 3:54:22 

8 5 Jim Brown Healdsburg, CA Russ Kiernan Mill Valley, CA Yaquar Adonai 4:15:20 

9 29 Paul Johnson Moscow, ID Diane Dixon-Johnson Greenwood, CA Lamar 4:22:43 

10 33 Curt Riffle Los Altos, CA Dave Riffle Woodinville, WA Red 4:27:14 

11 12 Warren Hellman San Francisco, CA Jeff Townsend Los Gatos, CA Flew 4:27:20 

12 13 Janice Heltibridle Maurertown, VA Kate Kane-Joyce Staunton, VA Victory 4:29:29 

13 7 Elaine Ruprecht Applegate, CA Carol Ruprecht Newport Beach, CA Findefar 4:30:55 

14 4 Jonathan Jordan Alpine, CA Alina Vale San Diego, CA Flyer 4:32:35 

15 21 Ben Volk Pasco, WA Stephanie Irving Trout lake, WA Bezi 4:37:28 

16 8 Steven Anderson Santa Clara, CA Frank Lieberman Cool, CA Gypsy 4:41:21 

17 31 Jim Clover Grants Pass, OR Heather Huggins Ann Arbor, MI Spirit 4:42:26 

18 11 Josh Steffen Coos Bay, OR Lisa Preston Sequim, WA Abu 4:44:10 

19 27 Melanie Weir Orange, CA Katie Rzadkowolska Laguna Niguel, CA MCA Kamanche 4:45:19 

20 25 Gabrielle Wagner Carmel Valley, CA Lisa Ford Tucson, AZ Echo 4:51:00 

21 30 Tessa DeFranco San Francisco, CA Jessica Jacobs Navato, CA Brioso 4:51:50 

22 35 Kirsten Seyferth Topanga, CA Jennifer Siegel Topanga, CA Scatris 4:54:05 

23 22 Liz Perkin Seattle, WA Tim Rubin Bend, OR Pumpkin 5:03:09 

24 28 Barrie Grant Bonsall, CA Byron Grant Arroyo Grande, CA Ron G 5:09:00 

25 15 Leslie Yates Murray, KY Scott Winfield Arcata, CA Zvesda 5:10:08 

26 20 George Hall Santa Cruz, CA Don Betts Sequim, WA Cinder 5:27:05 

27 36 Berit Meyer Eureka, CA Sherry Stillwoman McKinleyville, CA Tezona Moon 5:29:15 

28 17 Kathy Broaddus Bluemont, VA Lani Newcomb Bluemont, VA Voltaire 5:34:50 

29 14 Holly Carr Alderpoint, CA Jorie Brundy Kneeland, CA Bey Lliason 5:36:08 

30 39 Melissa Ribley Grass Valley, CA Cathy Scott Auburn, CA LD Monique 5:46:23 

31 18 Melissa Queen Corvallis, OR Lisa Queen Corvallis, OR Arafaire 5:53:49 

32 32 Carol Stewart McKinleyville, CA Pamela Leach Trinidad, CA Olympian 7:14:32 

33 34 Bob Trocha Lincoln, CA Madison Trocha Lincoln, CA Barbie 8:15:54 

 

 
 

 


